
Parish Clerk’s Report
8 October to 30 October, 2008

Item 3b: Dog Waste Bins: I was tasked with this matter at the last meeting and I hope to have a verbal 
progress report to make at the next meeting.

Item 3d: Playground and public seating work review:  I am presently preparing a schedule of work 
for the playground equipment and intend to meet with Ron Holden soon to reassess the public seating 
work needs.  When the schedule is completed Ron and I will seek estimates to have the work undertaken.

Item 3e: Parish Council website: The website is now up and running and can be found at the following 
address: www.parish-council.com/otterburn    Construction took ten hours over the weekend of 25-26 
October with some additional setting up work this week.  The website is receiving some favourable 
comments from visitors and I am confident that it will become a valuable and much-used community 
asset.  I attach a separate sheet describing the website and will be happy to answer any questions at the 
meeting.

Item 3f: Footpath to Otterburn Mill: The Chairman has suggested that I seek an estimate to construct 
the path and I intend to do this during the first week in November.

Item 3g: New allocations policy:  Since the last meeting, Val Corbett has reviewed the documents sent 
to the Parish Council and has concluded that there is no need for the Parish Council to respond.

Item 5a: T20080714: planning application for Soppit Farm, Elsdon: This planning application was 
approved by Tynedale Council on 6 October, 2008.

Item 6a: Safety barrier at bus stop: Northumberland County Council (NCC) could find no record of 
this damage being reported previously.  Following a further request, they have inspected the barrier and 
ordered a new barrier but are not able to say when it will be fitted.

Item 6b: Post Office Ltd Network Change proposals:  Correspondence has been received from NCC 
concerning their discussions with Post Office Ltd.  Cllr. John Riddle was included in the circulation and I 
understand that he will be attending the meeting to discuss the matter.  The letter reads:

“You will be aware that Post Office Limited (POL) published its final proposals for the Network Change 
programme on 2 September. The County Council subsequently called for a meeting to review the way in 
which POL had considered the comments made by the Council and the Northumbrian communities. The 
meeting was held on 13 October at County Hall and provided the opportunity to discuss the proposals for 
Otterburn.

In response to the Council's concern about the proposed closure, POL personnel referred to their past efforts 
to secure a location for a Post Office in Otterburn and expressly to unsuccessful discussions regarding 
Border Reivers shop, the Percy Arms and the village hall.  We nevertheless reached agreement that they 
would be prepared to talk to the Parish Council about options for an outreach facility. The discussions 
will take account of Otterburn's key role as the service centre for surrounding communities and the Rede 
Valley.  They will only be possible once the proposals for a mobile outreach service at Rochester are in place.

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of the closure discussions and their outcome and to ask if the 
Parish Council could be in a position, when we meet POL after Rochester is set up, to present viable and 
acceptable options for either a full time Post Office in Otterburn or, alternatively, a partnered or hosted 
outreach service.

Please give me a ring of you wish to discuss this further.  If real options can be offered, there would seem to 
be great benefit in taking up POL's offer of further consideration and we would be happy to arrange a 
meeting accordingly.”  Signed John Hamilton, Economic Development Officer

Item 6c: Northumberland Charter for Local Councils:  In recent months Northumberland County 
Council and the Northumberland Association of Local Councils have been working to compile a Charter 
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which sets out the opportunities and commitments relating to the new Northumberland Authority and its 
relationship with town and parish councils.

When I read the Charter it seemed important that all members should have the opportunity to understand 
how the Parish Council’s relationship with the new Northumberland Authority would work.  The Charter 
sets out a range of opportunities, not only for improved consultation and partnership, but also for the 
devolution of service-delivery, the use of ICT, the operation of community forums, the promotion of 
local democracy and the potential transfer of assets, financial arrangements and standards.

I attach the Charter document, reformatted into a significantly reduced number of pages and have retained 
the two appendices which apply to Parish Councils.  Comments from individual town and parish councils 
throughout Northumberland are invited by 3 December, 2008.

Item 7a: Precept for 2009/10: This matter will be discussed in full at the December meeting of the 
Parish Council.

Emma Anderson
30 October, 2008
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